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To add items to the monthly SCOESC newsletter, or if you find a 
mistake and would like to print a correction, please contact Ryan 
Ottney, director of communications, at ext. 30263, in room 220A, 
or e-mail ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.

Contact & Corrections

SPOTLIGHT ON US
Scott Holstein; Assistant Superintendent

Christmas is a time for family 
in the Holstein house, and the 
celebrating starts early as two of 
his three children celebrate their 
birthdays on Dec. 18 -- though 
they were born four years apart.
On Christmas Eve, the family 
gets together at Scott’s mother-in-
law’s house in Sciotoville. Then 
on Christmas Day they embark on 
a “Family Progressive Dinner,” 
starting with appetizers at one 

house, then main course at another, and so 
on. There are four stops along the day.
Scott said his favorite thing about Christmas 
is spending time with his family.
 
Contact Scott Holstein at extension 30226 or e-mail 
scott.holstein@scoesc.org. Or scan the QR code to add 
contact information to your phone.

www.scoesc.org Twitter: @SoCeOhioESCLike us on Facebook!

The South Central Ohio ESC will be 
closed Dec. 21, 2016 - Jan. 2, 2017 

in observance of the holidays.  
We will re-open on Jan. 3, 2017

Enjoy your holiday break, and have a 
Merry Christmas!

The South Central Ohio Educational Service Center’s Gifted Services Program 
collected $780 in donations during the Scioto Foundation’s annual Scioto Gives 
campaign. In addition, the Scioto Foundation gave $324.26 in matching donations, 
for a total collection of $1,144.26. Pictured, left to right, Kim Cutlip of the Scioto 
Foundation presented a check to Sharee Price of the ESC Gifted Services Program.

Scioto Gives to ESC

The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
Governing Board, during its 
meeting on Nov. 10, approved 
naming their auditorium 
“Howard Hall” in honor of 
former ESC Superintendent 
and current board member 
Lowell Howard. 
The auditorium is located in 
the ESC Academic Center, at 
522 Glenwood Ave., in New 
Boston, Ohio.
Prior to the ESC’s relocation in 
2013, the building was formerly 
New Boston High School – 
where Howard began his career 
as a social studies teacher in 
1970. He later became principal 
and then superintendent, before 
retiring in 2001. Even then he 
continued serving districts, 
such as Eastern Local, Rock 
Hill Local, and Manchester 
Local schools. 
In 2007 he came out of 
retirement to become 

superintendent of the South 
Central Ohio ESC. He retired 
from the ESC in July of 2015. 
Last fall, Howard received 
the Ohio ESC Association’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and in February of 2016 he was 
appointed to serve on the ESC 
Governing Board.
“It’s very humbling that the 
Educational Service Center 
Board bestowed this honor 
upon me. I have spent over 37 
years working within the walls 
of ‘Glenwood By The Hill’ and 
have many fond memories of 
my experiences working with 
excellent students and staff in 
such a wonderful and historical 
building that oftentimes seemed 
like my second home,” Howard 
said.
For more information about 
the ESC, visit online at www.
scoesc.org, or follow on 
Facebook, YouTube, and 
Twitter.

ESC auditorium named for 
former Superintendent

Lowell Howard (right) received the Ohio ESC Association Lifetime Achievement 
Award during the OSBA Capital Conference  in 2015.

Local high school students 
have created portraits of Syrian 
refugee children as part of a 
national art program called 
“The Memory Project.” 
Ben Schumaker of Madison, 
Wisconsin, initiated The 
Memory Project in the fall 
of 2004. Inspired by his 
experiences in the orphanages 
of Guatemala, his goal is to 
provide orphaned children 
with “tangible items that will 
contribute to their sense of 
identity and personal self-
worth.” In addition, these 
portraits connect American 
students with children from 
other countries in a meaningful 

exchange of 
friendship. 
Art students, 
a n d 
sometimes 
t h e i r 
t e a c h e r s , 
c r e a t e 
o r i g i n a l 
p o r t r a i t s 
for children 
who have 
b e e n 
abandoned, 
abused or 
neglected in 
developing 
coun t r i e s . 
The students 
r e c e i v e 
photographs 
of the 
c h i l d r e n 
which they 
use to create 

the portraits. Once finished, the 
portraits are delivered to the 
children. Video will be taken 
of the children receiving their 
portraits, and posted online for 
local students to see. 
To date there have been over 
90,000 portraits created for 
children in 42 countries through 
the Memory Project. Over the 
past 10 years, local students 
have created 236 portraits 
for children in 10 different 
countries including Guatemala, 
Burma, Uganda, Indonesia, 
Ecuador, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Madagascar.  
This year students and teachers 

created 36 portraits of children 
living in orphanages in Syria. 
“The Syrian people have 
suffered greatly during the past 
five years of their country’s 
civil war, which has led to 
the largest and most complex 
humanitarian crisis in the 
world. A quarter million killed, 
1.5 million injured, 4.5 million 
refugees, and many millions 
more displaced or isolated 
from help. Many Syrians with 
enough money to risk the 
journey to Europe have taken 
it, while others have only made 
it far enough to settle in the 
vast refugee camps on Syria’s 
border,” Schumaker said in his 
letter to students.  “For these 
children, receiving the portraits 
you create will be a very 
special, fun, and meaningful 
event – not only adding color 
to the monotony of the camp, 
but also helping to show that 
people far away care about 

their well-being.”
Local high schools participating 
this year are Clay, Oak Hill, 
Valley, Notre Dame, Green, 
West, Portsmouth, Northwest, 
South Webster, Sciotoville, 
Wheelersburg, and Minford.  
The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
Gifted Service Coordinator, 
Sharee Price, directs the project. 
“I’m always excited to see 
what the students have created 
and impressed by the amazing 
quality of some of the portraits,” 
Price said. “This project is 
especially important because 
the students are giving back to 
the world through their artistic 
talents and I think it’s very 
meaningful to them as well as 
to the children who receive the 
artwork.”
For more information about the 
South Central Ohio ESC, visit 
online at www.scoesc.org, or 
follow the ESC on Facebook, 
YouTube, and Twitter.

Students send portraits to refugee children
Twelve local school participate in “The Memory Project”

BELOW: Hanna Cox, a student at Wheelersburg, completed her Memory Project 
portrait for Syrian refugee children.

ABOVE: Aaron Bapst, a student at Northwest, completed his 
Memory Project portrait for Syrian refugee children. 
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Dec. 1
Kelli Balzer

Dec. 4
Patricia Ciraso

Dec. 5
Jan Thomas

Dec. 6
Natasha Pence

Dec. 8
Vicki Henderson

Dec. 9
Alisha Cronin

Dec. 10
Emily Maginn

Dec. 12
Erica Rose

Dec. 14
Kelly Blevins

Dec. 16
Kimberly Hammond

Dec. 18
Ryan Ottney

Donna Howard 
Dec. 21

Nathan Webb
Danielle Bender

Dec. 22
Vince Smith

Dec. 30
Tammy Hambrick

Eighty-four students from 
10 local Junior High schools 
(grades 7-8) participated in a 
Quiz Bowl Tournament on Nov. 
2 at the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
in New Boston. Clay Junior 
High emerged as the 2016 
champions, with Northwest 
Junior High as the Runner-up.
“The Junior High students 
get so excited about this 
competition and it’s great to 
see them using the knowledge 
they’ve gained in the classroom 
and in quiz bowl practice. I’m 
always impressed by how 
much the students know about 
so many subjects and by how 
hard they work to succeed in 
this tournament.” said Sharee 
Price, ESC Gifted Services 
coordinator. 
Students participated from 
Clay, East, Green, Minford, 
New Boston, Northwest, 
Notre Dame, Valley, West, 
and Wheelersburg schools. 
Each team played two matches 
to determine which two 
teams would advance to the 
Championship Round. The 
matches include questions 
in ten different categories 
including Math, Science, 
English, Social Studies, 
Literature, Current Events, 
Fine Arts, Health, General 
Knowledge and History. The 
final round is the Lightning 

Round where students buzz 
in to answer questions from a 
variety of topics. 
Northwest and Clay were 
the final two teams playing 
in the Championship Round, 
with Clay winning the 
Championship and Northwest 
winning the Runner-Up Award. 
Cindy Parkes is the coach for 
the Clay team and Melissa 
Adams is the Northwest coach. 
“I think we play very well 
together as a team,” Parkes 
said. “Last year we lost in the 
finals to Wheelersburg. So the 
kids were very excited to be 
back and have another chance 
and very happy to bring home 
a championship. We are very 
proud.”
Sandy Mers, ESC 
superintendent, volunteered to 
help with the tournament.
“There’s as much excitement 
about academic competition 
as there is about athletic 
competition,” Mers said. “I 
observed Minford Junior 
High students and their coach, 
Theresa Havens, using every 
spare minute between rounds 
to practice and review in 
preparation for their matches. 
Between matches many of 
the students and parents were 
checking scores to see how 
their teams were progressing.” 

Clay wins Junior High Bowl

Back Row (left to right): Elias Robson, Andrew Brown, Emily Clausing, Regan 
Fyffe – Front Row (left to right): Bailey Howard, Liam Garrison, Haley Knauff, 
Coach Cindy Parkes.

Minford wins Middle School Bowl
The Minford Middle School 
team once again went 
undefeated at the South Central 
Ohio Educational Service 
Center (ESC) Middle School 
Quiz Bowl Tournament, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, to keep 
its county champion status. 
The Portsmouth Middle School 
team was Runner-Up in the 
competition. 
“I know the success is because 
of the wonderful teachers 
and academics that Minford 
provides. I am so proud of my 
team who worked diligently 
this year,” said Minford Middle 
School Quiz Bowl Coach 
Theresa Havens.  
Eighty-one students competed 
from eight school districts, 
including Minford, West, 
Wheelersburg, Green, 
Portsmouth, Valley, New 
Boston, and Notre Dame. 
“There are different categories, 
and for the middle school, 
which is fifth and sixth grade, 
it’s reading vocabulary, 
geography, life science, fine 
arts, mathematics, spelling, 
physical science, world history, 
grammar, and current events. 
Then there’s a lightning round 
that can include questions from 
any category,” said Sharee 
Price, director of the ESC 
Gifted Services Department.
The first seed of tournament 
was played in two rounds, 

where Minford, Portsmouth 
and Valley finished undefeated 
2-0. Minford and Portsmouth 
had the highest combined 
scores which allowed them to 
advance to the finals. 
“This is the first year Portsmouth 
has had a Middle School Quiz 
Bowl team. I had the idea 
because I felt like it would be 
a good way to showcase some 
of our excellent students. We 
have tons of great students 
at Portsmouth City Schools, 
and I thought we would have 
many kids interested,” said 
Portsmouth Middle School 
Quiz Bowl Coach Brandon 
Pate. “I couldn’t be happier 
with how well they represented 
themselves and our school. We 
are very excited to return next 
year.” 
The event is organized each 
year by the Gifted Services 
Department of the South 
Central Ohio ESC. In addition 
to the Middle School Quiz 
Bowl, the ESC also hosts an 
annual Junior High Quiz Bowl, 
and multiple High School Quiz 
Bowl matches throughout the 
year. 
“It’s wonderful to see students 
grow in self-confidence and 
learn to work together as a 
team through participation in 
academic competition.” Price 
said.

2016 ESC Jr. High and Middle School Quiz Bowls

Back Row (Left to Right): Lucy Grashel, Annie Coriell, Jimmy Adams, Nevaeh 
Porter, Grant Wheeler, Coach Theresa Havens. Front Row (Left to Right): Landon 
Boston, Delaney Bowen, Brody Pack.

The Governing Board of the South 
Central Ohio ESC met for regular board 
meeting on Nov. 10, 2016.
Among the actions taken by the board 
during meeting:
• Took reports from the treasurer, 
superintendent, and board committees,
• Authorized the advance and/or transfer 
of funds,
• Approved a resolution to adopt various 
job descriptions,
• Approved a resolution to employ 
substitute employees for 2016-17, 
including teachers Ruth Bender, 
Kaylee Blevins, Julie Buckler, Jackie 
Chambers, Charles Gilmore, Julianne 

Rase, Bria Reed, Patrick Riehl, Misty 
Scott, Nicole Taylor, and Cynthia 
Zinkhon; and teacher aides Sharon 
Bays, Kelli Begley, Benjamin Dooley, 
Savannah Jackson, Stephanie Neu, 
Julianne Rase, Bria Reed, and Charlotte 
Varney,
• Approved a resolution to employ 
Sarah Truitt, aide PA, and Susan Smith, 
aide PA,
• Accepted the resignation of Keenan 
Brush, MD aide, effective Nov. 7, 
2016; and,
• Approved a resolution to name the 
auditorium at the South Central Ohio 
ESC “Howard Hall.”

ESC Governing Board Nov. Notes

Pictired above: All of the Scioto County students who 
recieved the Wendy’s High School Heisman at the reception 
on Nov. 15.

Three ESC employees’ children received the 
Wendy’s High School Heisman Award during 
a reception at Big Sandy Arena in Huntington, 
W.Va.
Eligibility begins with a GPA of 3.0 (B average) 
or better. Applicants also need to be proven 
leaders and role models within their school and 
community. Applicants must perform in a school 
sponsored sports. One senior male and one senior 
female recipient is chosen from each school 
district.

Pictured right: TJ Hoggard of Portsmouth High School (son 
of Tom Hoggard), Hagen Schaeffer of Notre Dame High 
School (daughter of Stephanie Schaeffer), and Nathan Riehl 
of Valley High School (son of Andy Riehl).

Three ESC families take Wendy’s Heisman

Three cheers!

Three students from Patty Blackburn’s multiple 
disabilities classroom at Northwest cheered with the 
Junior High Cheerleaders during their game against 
Symmes Valley on Oct. 13. The students were Mariah 
Hamilton (5th grade), Annie Euton (5th grade), and 
Adriann Bloomfield (1st grade).


