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To add items to the monthly SCOESC newsletter, or if you find a 
mistake and would like to print a correction, please contact Ryan 
Ottney, director of communications, at ext. 30263, in room 220A, 
or e-mail ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.

Contact & Corrections

SPOTLIGHT ON US
Adam Dailey; Technology Coordinator

Technology Coordinator 
Adam Dailey, and his wife 
Jordan, are still adjusting 
to new sleeping patterns 
with their two-month old 
son, Weston. Adam said 
he is enjoying watching 
his son grow and adopt his 
own personality, and he 
enjoys helping out, changing 
diapers, and being there to 
help. “It makes me feel more 

like a father,” he said. He hopes that when 
Weston grows up, he can share his interest 
of hunting and taxidermy.

Contact Adam Dailey at extension 30228 or e-mail 
adam.dailey@scoca.org. Or scan the QR code to add 
contact information to your phone. www.scoesc.org Twitter: @SoCeOhioESCLike us on Facebook!

During its regular meeting on 
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2016, the 
Governing Board of the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center approved the 
purchase of property located at 

3879 Rhodes Avenue, in New 
Boston, Ohio.
Located only blocks away from 
the ESC office on Glenwood 
Avenue in New Boston, the 
newly purchased building 

was formerly the home of 
Daymar College. The purchase 
agreement was approved by the 
board on Sept. 8, 2016, allowing 
the South Central Ohio ESC 
to purchase the building from 

Corporate Business Center 
LLC for $275,000. 
“We are very excited and 
fortunate to purchase this 
wonderful building.  We are 
continually looking for ways 
to expand our services and 
adding this location affords 
us that opportunity,” Sandy 
Mers, South Central Ohio ESC 
superintendent, said.
Formerly located in 
Portsmouth, Ohio, the South 
Central Ohio ESC relocated its 
operations and more than 200 
employees to the neighboring 
village of New Boston in 2013. 
With the addition of its new 
Rhodes Avenue property, the 
Educational Service Center 
will expand its presence and 
services in the village. 
Once the purchase is complete, 
Mers said the new location 
will offer expanded services 
beginning in early 2017.

The Southern Ohio Academy 
Board of Directors added 
two new members during its 
meeting on Friday, Sept. 9, 
2016. Dr. Dana Pollock and 
Jeremy Litteral were sworn-in 
by the board.
Pollock is superintendent of 
Northwest Schools, and fills 
the vacated seat of former 
Northwest Superintendent 
Todd Jenkins. 
“Joining the SOA board is a 
wonderful opportunity to work 
with a team of individuals who 
care about the education of 
the students in our districts,” 
Pollock said.
Litteral is superintendent at 
Minford Schools, and fills the 
vacated seat of former Minford 
Superintendent Barb Dever.
“It’s great to be on the board to 
have a chance to work a school 
that does so many great things 
for kids,” Litteral said.
Pollock and Litteral join 

the board of directors, 
which already includes Jodi 
Armstrong of Green Schools, 
Melinda Burnside of New 
Boston Schools, Patricia Ciraso 
of Southern Ohio Academy, 
Mark Knapp of Wheelersburg 
Schools, Marc Kreischer of 
Bloom-Vernon Schools, Tony 
Mantell of Clay Schools, 
Michael McCoy of Oak Hill 
Union Schools, Scott Rolfe 
of Valley Local Schools, Dr. 
Charles Shreve of Manchester 
Schools, and Jeff Stricklett of 
Washington-Nile Schools. 
The SOA Board meets on the 
second Friday of each month at 
South Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center in New Boston. 
For more information about 
Southern Ohio Academy or the 
South Central Ohio ESC, visit 
online at www.scoesc.org, or 
follow on Facebook, YouTube, 
and Twitter.

Two added to 
SOA Board

Pollock, Litteral sworn-in as board members

PICTURED: Dr. Dana Pollock, of Northwest (left), and Jeremy Litteral, of Minford 
(right), are sworn in to join the Southern Ohio Academy Board of Directors.

Board approves building purchase

The Governing Board of 
the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
met for regular board meeting 
on Sept. 8, 2016.
Among the actions taken by 
the board during meeting:
• Approved the agenda,
• Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting on Aug. 18, 
2016, 
• Took reports from the 
treasurer, superintendent, and 
board committees,
• Authorized the advance and/

or transfer of funds,
• Approved a resolution 
to adopt the Fiscal Year 
2017 Permanent Budget/
Appropriations and Estimated 
Resources,
• Approved a resolution to 
employ substitute employees 
for 2016-17. Included are 
teachers Sandra Belford, Seth 
Chamberlin, Greg Gibbs, 
Jayme Greene, Alisa Jordan, 
Robert McCarthy, Pauline 
Minter, Susan Opper, Jerod 
Smith, Karen Thornton, and 

Sara Tomoko; and teacher 
aides Lisa Applegate, 
Veronica Brown, Ericka 
Goodman, Phyllis Holsinger, 
Rita Howell, Sandra Packard, 
Traci Warnock, and Brittany 
Zetting,
• Approved a resolution to 
employ Caitlyn Massie, 
OTA, for one-day a week (38 
days per year) for a one-year 
contract,
• Approved a resolution to 
amend the contract of Vince 
Smith, aide PA (80 percent) 

to aide PA (100 percent), 
retroactive to the beginning of 
the 2016-17 contract year, and 
salary to be amended to reflect 
this change; and,
• Approved a resolution to 
authorize the purchase of 
property.
The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
Governing Board meets 
regularly on the second 
Thursday of each month at the 
ESC office in New Boston. 

ESC Governing Board September meeting notes

During its meeting on Sept. 8, the South Central Ohio ESC Governing Board approved the purchase of the former Daymar 
College building, located at 3879 Rhodes Ave., in New Boston.

Your donation to the South Central Ohio ESC helps area schools and students. 
Contributions will be received online at www.sciotogives.org/esc from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on Oct. 20. Donors can also drop checks off at the Scioto Foundation office 
at 303 Chillicothe Street, in Portsmouth, or transfer stocks between the hours of 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on the designated day. See Sharee Price for more details!
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Oct. 2
Lavonda Shuff

Jodi Kallner
Oct. 5

Laura Estep
Oct. 6

Jen Vice
Oct. 7

Anita Payne
Oct. 8

Shana Jones
Oct. 12

Albert Breech
Rebecca Ketter 

Oct. 15
Amanda Ratliff

Oct. 16
Peggy Kindinger

Oct. 20
Crystal Newman
Jimmy Rayburn

Oct. 21
Laura Nichol

Oct. 27
Neva Prater

The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center’s 
Gifted Services Department 
is preparing for the arrival of 
Ohio Arts Council Artist-In-
Residence, Susan Byrnes. 
Byrnes is a sculptor who 
works with various materials. 
She received her BFA in 
photography from Syracuse 
University and an MFA 
in sculpture from Eastern 
Michigan University. Her 
residency goals for participants 
include gaining new skills 
regarding art materials and 
processes. She also works to 

ensure that her residencies 
provide an increased 
understanding and awareness 
of how to communicate ideas 
important to a community 
through creative means.
“I’m very excited to be doing it. 
I haven’t spent too much time 
in the Portsmouth-area, so I’m 
looking forward to getting to 
know the community. I think 
the potential to be working 
through the South Central Ohio 
program and what they do there 
is pretty remarkable,” Byrnes 
said.
During her three-week 

residency she will be working 
with a Core Group of students 
in Ann Everman’s art classes 
at Green High School to 
create artwork specifically 
for Southern Ohio Medical 
Center’s new Urgent Care 
Center in Portsmouth. She will 
also be presenting a workshop to 
local high school art teachers at 
the Educational Service Center 
and another one to students in 
Sharee Price’s ARTS1101 class 
at Shawnee State University.  
Byrnes will meet with Core 
Group students at Green High 
School on Monday, Sept. 19, 
and then each morning on a 
daily basis for the duration of 
the residency. On the second 
day of the residency Core 
Group students will meet with 
SOMC’s Abby Floyd to tour 
the new facility and to learn 
about architecture and interior 
design for public buildings. The 
artwork they will be creating 
will be permanently installed 
in the lobby of the new Urgent 
Care facility.
“The students at Green High 
School, because their school 
is right on the Ohio River 
in Franklin Furnace, will be 
doing a piece about the Ohio 
River and we’re recreating a 
little bit of a riverscape in the 

lobby of SOMC,” Byrnes said. 
“We’re going to make it out of 
a multi-layered Plexiglas with 
fish images in it that you can 
see through so it looks sort of 
like an aquarium or a river. So 
the students can learn about the 
river and the health of the river 
and the life that lives in it.”
Kate Sowards of the Scioto 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District will meet with students 
in the afternoon to teach them 
about the plant and animal 
life in this area and to help 
them with finding appropriate 
reference materials.
The finished artwork will be 
presented to the community 
during a Celebration Reception 
set for Wednesday, Oct. 5, at 
6 p.m. in the library of Green 
High School. The reception 
is free and open to the public. 
The artwork will then be 
permanently installed in the 
new SOMC Urgent Care 
facility.
This residency is being 
coordinated by Sharee Price at 
the South Central Ohio ESC and 
made possible through a grant 
from the Ohio Arts Council 
along with the sponsorship of 
the Portsmouth Rotary Club, 
Scioto Foundation and SOMC. 

Byrnes visits Green High School as Artist-in-Resident

PICTURED: Artist Susan Byrnes will participate in the Artist-in-Residency 
program with a Core Group of students at Green High School. 

Art teachers learn new stencil techniques

Quiz Bowl season begins

Area art teachers became the 
students during an art teacher 
workshop at the South Central 
Ohio Educational Service 
Center, in New Boston, Ohio, 

on Sept. 23.
Ohio Arts Council Artist-in-
Residence, Susan Byrnes, is 
currently working  with students 
at Green High School through 

a residency coordinated by the 
Gifted Services Department 
of the ESC. During her three-
week residency she will be 
working with a Core Group of 
students at Green High School 
to create artwork specifically 
for Southern Ohio Medical 
Center’s new Urgent Care 
Center in Portsmouth. The 
artwork will feature images 
of the plant and animal life 
in and around the Ohio River 
in a multi-layered Plexiglas 
sculpture.
Byrnes presented a workshop at 
the ESC to share her techniques 
with local high school art 
teachers so they could use 
them in their own classroom 
curriculum. Teachers were 
asked to share a story or 

memory about the river, and 
create a piece of stencil art 
from that memory. Instead of 
using Plexiglas, teachers in 
the workshop spray painted 
their designs onto paper and 
assembled them all into a 
booklet to share with their 
classes.
“It was touching and almost 
a little bit emotional when 
the teachers were telling their 
stories, because they were 
stories. It was really interesting 
to then see the images that 
came out of the exercise; 
you could look at the image 
and immediately remember 
the story that went with it.” 
Sharee Price, gifted services 
coordinator at the South Central 
Ohio ESC, said.

The 2016-17 Academic 
Competition League season 
has begun, as area high school 
teams compete at the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center, in New Boston, 
Ohio.
Each year the ESC oversees 
Academic Competitions, 
using the Ohio Academic 
Competition format. The 
purpose of this competition 
is to encourage higher-order 
thinking, recognize outstanding 
achievement, and promote 
academic excellence among 
participating high school 
students. League competitions 
take place from September 
through December.  
About 250 students 
participated in the competition 
last season. Minford High 
School captured the title of 
Academic Competition League 
Champions last season, and 
the Wheelersburg High School 
team won Runner-Up. 
The 2016-17 competition 
season is now underway, and 
scores and team standings are 

posted on the South Central 
Ohio ESC website. The league 
winner will advance to Regional 
Academic Competition.  The 
Southern Ohio Academic 
Competition Tournament 
will take place in March, and 
the top two teams from that 
competition will advance to the 
Ohio Academic Competition 
Regional Competition in 
Lancaster, Ohio, on May 6, 
2017. 
“We’re definitely looking 

forward to the new season. We 
did well last year, and we of 
course want to defend our title 
and be top dog again. That’s 
going to be a tough road ahead 
because there’s a lot of good 
teams in our league this year,” 
Minford Coach Brett Oakes 
said. 
For more information about 
the ESC, visit online at www.
scoesc.org, or follow on 
Facebook, YouTube, and 
Twitter.

Pictured: The Portsmouth High School Academic Competition team.

Artist Susan Byrnes hosted a workshop at the ESC for art teachers, in preparation 
for her Artist-in-Residency program and the high school art exhibit.

Halloween is one of the most 
popular holidays with kids and 
grown-ups alike. How will you 
recognize this special day in 
your classroom while keeping 
the excitement at an acceptable 
level? 

SHAPE-O-LANTERNS - 
Give each child a large circle 
cut from orange paper. Provide 
children with black pre cut 
shapes -- half circles, triangles, 
squares, and rectangles. 
Encourage children to make 
a jack-o-lantern face with the 

shapes. As children glue the 
shapes onto the circles, they can 
name each shape they are using. 

YUMMM! - Invite children 
to make their own Halloween 
cookies. Provide each child 
with a plain sugar cookie. Let 
each child spread marshmallow 
crème onto his or her cookie. 
Then place out in containers 
raisins, chocolate chips, or 
other candy or fruit bits. Invite 
children to use the bits to create 
funny or spooky Halloween 
faces on their cookies. 

HALLOWEEN GHOSTIES 
- Provide each child with a 
sheet of black construction 
paper. Use a white crayon to 
draw an outline around each 
child’s foot on the 
black paper. Invite 
children to turn the 
footprint outline 
so the heel is at 
the top. Next have 
children fill in the 
white outline with 
white paint. Let 
children sprinkle 
some white glitter 

onto their shapes before they 
dry. Finally, encourage children 
to add eyes and a mouth to the 
heel area to create their own 
ghosts. 

Fun Halloween activities for the classroom


