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To add items to the monthly SCOESC newsletter, or if you find a 
mistake and would like to print a correction, please contact Ryan 
Ottney, director of communications, at ext. 30263, in room 220A, 
or e-mail ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.

Contact & Corrections

SPOTLIGHT ON US
Keith Shamhart; County Attendance Officer

County Attendance Officer 
Keith Shamhart has been at 
the ESC for 16 years.
When he’s not at work, he 
enjoys golfing at Little Scioto 
golf course. He says he swings 
about an 82 over 18-holes. 
He also enjoys riding his 
motorcycle and he’s attended 
the Sturgis Motorcyle Rally, 
in South Dakota.
This summer’s blistering heat 

has kept him off the bike, but not off the 
links. He also enjoys spending time with his 
three grandchildren -- ages 2, 12, and 16.

Contact Keith Shamhart at extension 30261 or e-mail 
keith.shamhart@scoesc.org. Or scan the QR code to 
add contact information to your phone. www.scoesc.org Twitter: @SoCeOhioESCLike us on Facebook!

ESC premieres new video

The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
premiered its first-ever 
promotional video on Aug. 5, in 
the Howard Auditorum of the 
ESC office, in New Boston.
The video was scripted by ESC 

Director of Communications 
Ryan Ottney, and filmed 
on June 30 by Andrew 
Dodson, of Andrew Dodson 
Photography on Second Street, 
in Portsmouth. 
“The idea of producing a video 

was very exciting, because 
social media is everywhere 
and this will allow us to reach 
a new audience,” said ESC 
Superintendent Sandy Mers. “I 
think it turned out wonderful, 
and all of our staff looks great!”

After a red-carpet premiere for 
ESC staff, the video was posted 
online at the ESC website, 
Facebook, Twitter, and newly-
created YouTube channel. The 
video is also being played on the 
television displays in the ESC 
hallways, and it was shown at 
the 2016 Scioto County Fair. 
Shortly after releasing the 
video, the ESC released another, 
shorter, one-minute vide, and a 
30-second commericial is being 
cut to advertise on TV, theaters, 
and online..
The new video is an overall 
introduction of services offered 
by the South Central Ohio ESC 
in New Boston. But these are 
only the first in a planned-series 
of South Central Ohio ESC 
videos and commercials. 
If these commercials are well-
received by the community, 
future videos will be considered 
to focus on individual 
programs, such as ABLE, 
Maxwell Training, and other 
services available at the South 
Central Ohio ESC.

The South Central Ohio Educational Service Center premiered its first-ever promotional video on Aug. 5. Pictured: a screenshot 
of the video, featuring ABLE instructor Paula Baumgardner working with students in her classroom.

ESC board policies online
The South Central Ohio Educational Service Center, in New 
Boston, Ohio, has made its governing board bylaws and 
policies available online. The policies can be found on the 
Governing Board page of the the SCOESC website, at www.
scoesc.org. For more information about the South Central 
Ohio ESC, visit them online, or follow on Facebook, Twitter, 
and YouTube.

The Governing Board of the 
South Central Ohio ESC met 
for regular board meeting on 
Aug. 19, 2016. Among the 
actions taken by the board 
during meeting:
• Approved the agenda,
• Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting on June 30, 
2016, 
• Took reports from the 
treasurer superintendent, and 
board committees,
• Authorized the advance and/
or transfer of funds,
• Approved a resolution for 
ESC staff and board members 
to attend the Ohio School 
Boards Association Capital 
Conference, in Columbus, 

Ohio, on Nov. 13-16, 2016,
• Accepted the resignation 
of Shelly Osborne, aide PA, 
effective immediately,
• Approved a resolution to 
employ substitute employees 
from 2016-17, including 
teachers and teacher aides,
• Approved a resolution to 
employ personnel for Fiscal 
Year 2017 ABLE program,
• Approved a resolution to 
employ personnel per the 
recommendation of the 
superintendent. Included are 
Carolyn Baker – SLP, Sarah 
Gambill – Aide PA, Stephanie 
Harness-Jones – Aide PA, 
Cindy Kayser – SLP, and 
Debbie Queen – School 

ESC Governing Board August meeting notes

The South Central Ohio ESC is accepting applications for a 
Teacher of the Visually Impaired or an Intervention Specialist to be 
assigned to students for the 2016-17 school year. Candidates must 
have a valid Ohio Intervention Specialist License with Visually 
Impaired Teaching Field or a valid Ohio Intervention Specialist 
Mild/Moderate or Moderate/Intensive License.
Applicants should send a letter of interest, resume and a copy of 
your qualifications to: Scott Holstein, Assistant Superintendent, 
South Central Ohio Educational Service Center, 522 Glenwood 
Ave., New Boston, Ohio 45662; or by e-mail to scott.holstein@
scoesc.org. The application deadline is Sept. 9, 2016, at 4 p.m.
The South Central Ohio ESC Board does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 
or genetic information in employment or the provision of services. 

ESC now hiring TVI or Intervention 
Specialist position for 2016-17 year

Pictured, Back Row - From Left to Right: Mr. Gary Piatt, Member; Mr. Lowell Howard, Member; Mr. Mike Canter, Member; Mr. Arnold McCoy, Member. Front Row - 
From Left to Right: Mr. Fred Edgington, Member; Dr. Paul Crabtree, President; and Mr. Lisle Dill, Member.

Improvement Coordinator,
• Approved a resolution 
to authorize supplemental 
contracts for 2016-17; and,
• Approved a resolution to 
proceed with the potential 
property purchase on Rhodes 
Avenue, in New Boston.
The South Central Ohio 
ESC Governing Board meets 

regularly on the second 
Thursday of each month at the 
ESC office in New Boston. 
The next regularly scheduled 
meeting is Sept. 8.
For more information, visit 
the South Central Ohio 
ESC online at www.scoesc.
org, or follow on Facebook, 
YouTube, or Twitter. 
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Sept. 2
Jennifer Pyles

Sept. 3
Jennifer Hughes-Dillard

Sept. 7
Kristyn Thompson

Sept. 8
Keely Craft

Sept. 10
Mary Clifford

Sept. 11
Dawn Wallace

Sept. 14
Stacy Craft

Sept. 17
Dale Altman

Sept. 18
Alexandria Mejia

Sept. 19
Brandon Doss

Sept. 20
Peggy Strickland

Sept. 23
Mary Shirey
Erica Welch

Sept. 24
Cameron Duncan

Sept. 25
Amy Frazie

Sept. 28
Amanda Burr

The joys and jitters of back-to-
school are in the hearts of all 
teachers. Whether you’re in the 
classroom teaching already or 
you’re not starting back until 
after Labor Day take a few 
minutes and peruse this list of 
back-to-school tips.  
1) Start the year with a firm 
hand (not a mean hand), you 
can ease off later
2) Set your rules by creating a 
clear discipline plan, a method 
for carrying out the plan and the 
consequences for following and 
not following the rules
3) Decide which routines and 
procedures you’ll have in 
place. Model proper execution 
of the routines and procedures 
to your students. Next practice, 
practice, practice the routines 
with the students frequently the 
first few weeks.  Review them 
as needed, students will need 
reminders throughout the year
4) Create a substitute folder.  
Include important information 
about your classroom like a 
seating chart, your discipline 
plan, and class bell schedules.  
Include a couple of emergency 

lesson plans
5) Have your first week of 
lesson plans ready to go. Use 
the week to set your routines, 
rules, expectations. Get to know 
your students with different 
activities.
6) Plan the first seating chart 
and have it available for 
students as soon as they walk 
into class.  Take note, this is the 
first seating chart of the year, it 
can change quickly
7) Set aside time everyday to 
grade.  Etch it in stone so that 
you will remember to grade and 
to enter scores into the grade 
book.  Around grading time.
8) Give yourself a fresh start 
daily.  Most students are 
forgiving; when you have a 
hard day, remember, tomorrow 
is a new day
9) Be humble—we can all learn 
to be more effective in the 
classroom
10) Smile—pretend like every 
student you meet is in need of 
a smile and a kind word, you’ll 
be right most of the time.

Source: Association of American 
Educators

10 Back-to-School 
Tips for Teachers

All’s fair at the SCOESC

The South Central Ohio Educational Service Center, ABLE, and Help Me Grow setup booths at the 2016 Scioto County Fair to 
share information and free giveaways with visitors. 

Philanthropy Ohio, in partnership with the Ohio Department of Education, 
is hosting a series of regional conversations across the state where you can 
share your thoughts and perspective on the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) and Ohio’s developing state plan.
Each meeting presents an opportunity to gather valuable input from local 
educators, funders, parents, students and community members, and to 
collectively discuss ESSA and how it will impact our students, educators 
and families in Ohio. The meetings will include an introduction from 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo DeMaria, a brief overview of 
ESSA and group discussions about specific provisions and options.
The regional meetings will be held in the following cities at the indicated 
dates and times. 
In the Portsmouth-area, the ESSA Stakeholder Meeting will be Thursday, 
Oct 6, 2016, 6-8 p.m, at the South Central Ohio Educational Service Center 
in New Boston. Register online at PortsmouthESSA.eventbrite.com.

Columbus
Aug. 31, 6-8 p.m

Akron
Sept. 7, 6-8 p.m.

Dayton, 
Sept. 8, 6-8 pm

Bucyrus
Sept. 14, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Toledo
Sept. 15, 6-8 p.m.

Cleveland
Sept. 19, 6-8 p.m.

Lorain County
Sept. 28, 6-8 p.m.

Cincinnati
Sept. 29, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Cambridge
Oct. 5, 6-8 p.m.

Portsmouth 
Oct. 6, 6-8 p.m.

Ohio ESSA stakeholder meetings scheduled

In preparation of the new school year, Mike and Mary Davis, from Vernon Township 
Fire and Rescue, gave first aid training to educators at the South Central Ohio ESC 
on Aug. 18.

Being prepared for the new year

New kindergarten teachers from 
multiple counties participated 
in the Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment in Piketon, on Aug. 
19. The program was hosted 
at The Ohio State University 
Endeavor Center, by the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center and SST Region 
15.
“When kindergarten teachers 
walk into that classroom, they’re 
in a unique situation. Unlike 
third or fourth grade teachers, 
they have years’ worth of data 
to learn about their students. 
When you’re a kindergarten 

teacher, there is little if any 
data. They’re coming in with 
different experiences. Some of 
the students attended preschool, 
some have not,” said Kara 
Copeland, ESC curriculum 
supervisor.
The KRA program teaches first-
time kindergarten teachers how 
to gather that valuable data. The 
program started three-years ago 
by training every kindergarten 
teacher throughout Region 15 
and the state. After completing 
the program, teachers are kept 
informed about new standards 
and practices through an online 

service. Teachers are required 
to pass the simulation with an 
80-percent or higher. Copeland 

said every teacher participating 
in the program this year passed.

ESC provides training for first-time kindergarten teachers

New kindergarten teachers from multiple counties participated in the KRA in 
Piketon, on Aug. 19. 


