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The Help Me Grow program, 
at the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center in 
New Boston, provides services 
to expecting mothers and to 
children age 3 and under with 
developmental delays. 

“They fall into two categories. 
First we have the Help Me 
Grow Intervention, which for 
is children that have a delay 
or diagnosis that puts them at 
risk for having developmental 
delays,” said Rebecca 

Wheelersburg, Help Me Grow 
program coordinator. “The 
second part of that is Home 
Visiting, working with families 
and in-home curriculum. It’s 
kind of like pre-preschool.” 
The program works closely 
with the Scioto County Board 
of Developmental Disabilities, 
which provides early childhood 
developmental specialist to 
evaluate the children and work 
closely to build their muscles, 
speech, and motor skills. They 
also assist families with gas 
cards to travel to providers in 
Waverly or Columbus. The 
program is available to anyone, 
regardless of their income.
“Early intervention has no 
income limit,” Wheelersburg 
said.  

The Help Me Grow program 
also assists young expecting 
mothers, to make sure they 
have access to complete their 
education or connect them 
with proper medical care for 
themselves and their child.
“We’re making sure they have 
what they need to stay in school, 
as well as making sure they 
get signed up with a medical 
home and they aren’t just using 
Urgent Care. Making sure kids 
are getting immunized on time. 
Sometimes new moms don’t 
know that, and aren’t sure what 
to do,” Wheelersburg said.
Each month the Help Me Grow 
program hosts a special event 
with the Portsmouth Public 
Library, inviting their families 
to the library for storytime 

and activities, such as crafts, 
snacks, an Easter Egg hunt, 
or visiting with Santa Claus. 
Wheelersburg said it’s a great 
way to introduce many of their 
families to the library and the 
many services it provides. 
“It’s also a time for those 
families -- because some of 
our kids are medically fragile 
they are very protective of 
those kids. And the library has 
toddler times all the time, but 
they do this for just our kids 
so our families feel a little bit 
more protected. Plus it allows 
our families to network a little 
bit and get to know each other,” 
Wheelersburg said. 
For her, seeing the families 
change as their children grow 
is a very special part of the job.
“They’ll do an activity and 
then two or three weeks later 
they’ll go back to the home and 
you’re not sure if the family got 
it. And they’ll say, ‘You won’t 
believe, he was saying five 
words and now he’s saying 10.’ 
Or a child who doesn’t speak a 
lot is now using sign language 
to ask for what he wants. All 
they did before was scream, but 
because of the developmental 
specialist and work with early 
intervention this child now 
can at least communicate,” 
Wheelersburg said, tearing up 
at the memory of seeing her 
families grow.
For more information about 
Help Me Grow, contact 
Rebecca Wheelersburg at 
740-354-0285, or online at 
www.scoesc.org.

Program provides family, children development

Two-year-old David, and many other kids, enjoyed storytime, made their own sweet treats, and went on an Easter Egg Hunt 
during the Help Me Grow program at the New Boston Library on March 10. For more information about the program, 
contact the South Central Ohio Educational Service Center at 740-354-0285, or online at www.scoesc.org. You can also 
follow them on Facebook and Twitter.
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The Scioto County Junior High 
Honors Band, and High School 
Honors Band and Honors 
Choir, performed at the 74th 
Annual Scioto County Honors 
Music Festival on March 8, at 
the Vern Riffe Center for the 
Arts in Portsmouth.  During the 
show each year, two students 
are awarded music scholarships 
for the colleges of their choice. 
The recipients this year 
were Dakota Holsinger, of 

Northwest High School, and 
Drew Williams, of Portsmouth 
High School. Both students 
are planning to study music 
education at Morehead State 
University, and each will 
receive a $1,000 scholarship 
toward their tuition costs.  
Music teachers and students 
from Clay, East, Green, 
Minford, New Boston, 
Northwest, Oak Hill, 
Portsmouth, South Webster, 

Valley, West and Wheelersburg 
performed to a full house in this 
year’s music festival.  Dr. Scott 
Woodard, of West Virginia 
State University, conducted the 
Honors Band with 66 members. 
Dr. Stanley Workman, of 
Shawnee State University, 
conducted the Honors Choir 
with 83 members. Guest 
Conductor Joshua Boyer led 
the Junior High Honors Band 
in their performance. 

Two students receive scholarships at music festival

Minford and Wheelersburg 
high schools won Division I 
and II Champions, respectively, 
at the Southern Ohio Academic 
Tournament on March 10 at 
Shawnee State University 
in Portsmouth. Coached by 
brothers Brett and Brian Oakes, 
the two teams will advance to 
the regional competition in 
Lancaster, Ohio, on April 16.
Teams from Minford, Piketon, 
West, Green, Valley, East, Oak 
Hill, and Clay high schools 
competed for the title of 
Division I Champions, while 
Wheelersburg, Rock Hill, 
Scioto CTC, Notre Dame, 
Northwest, New Boston, South 
Webster, and Portsmouth high 
schools competed for the title 
of Division II Champions. 
This was a double-elimination 

tournament with each school 
playing a minimum of two 
matches. Each round consists 
of questions from American 
literature, mathematics, 
world history, fine arts, life 
sciences, world literature, U.S. 
government, physical sciences, 
geography and U.S. history, as 
well as an “Alphabet Round” 
(where all answers begin with 
the same letter of the alphabet) 
and a Lightning Round of 
questions from all categories. 
The Minford High School 
team, coached by Brett Oakes, 
emerged as the Division I 
Champions. Clay High School, 
under the leadership of Cindy 
Parkes, took the Runner-up 
title.
“I was really impressed with 
how they performed. They’ve 

won their regular season 
title; now they’ve won their 
tournament title and qualified 
for regionals. Qualifying for 
regionals is our goal each year. 
We’ve met that goal for the 
past seven years,” said Minford 
Coach Brett Oakes. 
The Division II Championship 
was won by Wheelersburg 
High School, led by Coach 
Brian Oakes. The Runner-up 
title went to Portsmouth High 
School and their coach, Amy 
Keating. 
“We won four straight matches 
to win the championship, and 
I thought the kids all played 
really well as a team. I think 
that was a good prep for our 
regional tournament. We’ve 
made it to regionals I’d say 
the past four years,” said 

Wheelersburg Coach Brian 
Oakes. “In the regionals we’ll 
come up against some of the 
teams in Columbus that are also 
in our region. It’s going to be 
pretty stiff competition, but this 
year we’re looking to compete 
a little bit better than years’ 
past, and make some noise in 
the tournament.”
The Tournament was hosted 
by the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
and Shawnee State University 
and coordinated by Gifted 
Coordinator Sharee Price. 
Moderators for the event were 
Marcia Tackett, Cathy Mullins, 
Dr. Darrell Rudmann, Tony 
Lavinder, Chuck Burke, Ethan 
Lawson, Mark Rose, and 
Jeremy Duncan. 

Minford, Wheelersburg win Academic Divisions

Division I Champs Minford High School. Pictured front row (L to R) is Ryan 
Higbee, Jenna Powell, and Zach Higbee. Middle row (L to R) is Skylar Minzelli, 
Ethan Lauder, Leah Hammons, Morgan Thornsberry, and Logan Boston. Back row 
(L to R) is Coach Brett Oakes, Nathan Murta, Abe Heimbach, Oliver Rudmann, 
Alex Powell (captain), Arrick Riffe, and Michael Grasso.

Division II Champs Wheelersburg High School. Pictured front row (L to R) is 
Coach Brian Oakes, Jordan Spence, Kurt Kaskey, Christina Martin, and Madisyn 
Staggs. Back row (L to R) is Michael Spradlin, Taylor Davis, Carson McCorkle, 
and Nate Marcum. Not pictured are Jacob Coy and Tait Nelson.

The South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center in 
New Boston has been awarded 
a grant for Innovative Strategies 
for Improving College and 
Career Readiness for Students 
with Disabilities, through the 
Office for Exceptional Children 
at the Ohio Department of 
Education. 
The Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE) received a 

total of 87 grant applications 
with representation from each 
of the 16 State Support Team 
regions, and awarded 20 grants 
statewide.  The SCOESC will 
receive $219,000.
“The grant will be used to 
service all of our local school 
districts through our high 
school cooperative programs, 
and our Center for Alternative 
and Progressive Education 

students,” said Sandy Mers, 
superintendent of the SCOESC.
The focus of the grant is to utilize 
evidence-based predictors 
and practices to improve the 
coordination and delivery of 
secondary transition services 
for students with disabilities 
ages 14-21 in order to better 
prepare students for successful 
post-school outcomes in the 
areas of competitive, integrated 

employment, education/
training, and independent 
living.  
“We are extremely excited to 
be able to provide additional 
training to the students in 
hopes of increased transition 
into positive careers or college 
placements,” Mers said.
For more information visit 
www.scoesc.org, or follow on 
Facebook and Twitter.

South Central Ohio ESC awarded grant

Area students will display their 
artwork on May 12 during 
the “Visually Literate” High 
School Art Exhibition in the 
Appleton Gallery at Shawnee 
State University, in Portsmouth, 
Ohio. 
More than 130 entries were 
submitted for judging to 
become part of the 50-piece 
exhibition. There are seven 
categories, including black 
& white drawing, color 
drawing, painting, sculpture, 
mixed media, utilitarian 
three-dimensional work, and 
photography, graphic arts 
and digital media. Entries 
were received from Clay, 
East, Green, Minford, New 
Boston, Oak Hill, Northwest, 
Portsmouth, South Webster, 
Valley, West, and Wheelersburg 
schools. 
The judge for the show was 
Benjy Davies, chair of the 
School of Arts and Letters 
and professor of studio art at 
University of Rio Grande. 
“I’ve been really impressed 
with the work the students 
do in that area,” Davies said. 
“It was interesting to see how 
much the culture of southern 
Ohio came through in the 
work. There were themes like 
family and community, and 
especially because they are 
young high school artists you 
could see a lot of ideas about 

identity as young people are 
trying to establish who they 
are and working through those 
issues. There was also a lot of 
playful and energetic fun work 
in there. It was nice to see them 
still being kids while trying to 
figure out how to be adults.”
The exhibit will be on display 
May 12-19 in the Appleton 
Gallery -- on the second floor 
of the Vern Riffe Center for 
the Arts -- at Shawnee State 
University. There will be a 
Closing Reception and Awards 
Ceremony for the student artists 
at the college on Thursday, 
May 19, at 5:30 p.m., with the 
Awards Ceremony beginning at 
6 p.m. 
Students who participated 
in The Memory Project this 
year will also be recognized 

during the reception. Light 
refreshments will be provided 
and admission is free to the 
public.
This event is coordinated by 
Sharee Price of South Central 
Ohio Educational Service 
Center and is sponsored by 
Boneyfiddle Arts Center, Gary 
and Marilyn Hairston, Richard 
D. Marting Foundation, 
Portsmouth Area Arts Council, 
Rotary Club of Portsmouth, 
Southern Ohio Museum, Scioto 
Foundation, Shawnee Art and 
Hobby Supplies, Shawnee 
State University, Southern Ohio 
Medical Center, and Wagner 
Rental and Supply. 
For more information about 
the ESC, visit online at www.
scoesc.org, or follow on 
Facebook and Twitter.

‘Visually Literate’ opens in May

Benjy Davies of University of Rio Grande juries the 2016 Visually Literate High 
School Exhibition.
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To add items to the monthly SCOESC newsletter, or if you find a 
mistake and would like to print a correction, please contact Ryan 
Ottney, director of communications, at ext. 30263, in room 220A, 
or e-mail ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.

Contact & Corrections

SPOTLIGHT ON US
Ken Smith, Regional Direct Services Supervisor 

 
Ken Smith has been the 
Regional Direct Services 
Supervisor at the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center since 2012 -- 
but at home he enjoys getting 

his hands dirty in his garden.
He said he enjoys nurturing 
plants and watching them 
grow, and it’s nice, he said to 
leave it there and not always 
take his work home with him. 
His dream job, he confessed, 
would be working inside a 
greenhouse. 
Ken also enjoys reading 
regional authors, like Jesse 
Stuart from Geenup, Ky., 
and collecting antiques from 
auctions. 

Contact Ken  
at ext. 30271 or e-mail 
ken.smith@scoesc.org

Are you on ?
If so, share your Twitter handle with us so others at the 
ESC can follow your Tweets! It’s a great way to build 
your own followers and get 
to know your friends here 
at the ESC.
Send us your Twitter handle 
by e-mailing it to 
ryan.ottney@scoesc.org.
You can also follow the 
ESC on Twitter right now, 
at Twitter Handle 
@SoCeOhioESC.

The Governing Board of the 
South Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center met for regular 
board meeting on March 10, 
2016. Among the actions taken 
by the board during meeting:
• Approved the agenda,
• Approved the minutes of the 
regular meeting on Feb. 4, 
2016, 
• Took reports from the 
treasurer, superintendent, and 
board committees,
• Authorized the advance and/

or transfer of funds,
• Authorized participation in 
the 2017 Ohio School Comp 
BWC group rating plan,
• Adopted a Section 125 
Flexible Fringe Benefit Plan for 
employees of the South Central 
Ohio ESC,
• Employed substitute 
employees from 205-16, per 
the recommendation of the 
superintendent. Included was 
Victoria Book, Alton Lindley, 
John Craig, Carol Siegling, 

John Kirby, and Bonnie 
Smith as substitute teachers, 
and Shelly Osborne, Wendy 
Rawlins, and Bonnie Smith as 
substitute teacher aides,
• Authorized the re-
employment of the following 
supervisory personnel, upon 
the recommendation of the 
superintendent, effective 
the first day of the 2016-17 
contract year based on the 
board approved salary schedule 
now in effect. Included was 
Kara Copeland (3 years), 
Milinda Davis (1 year), Tammy 
Hambrick (3 years), Carrie 
Kyne (2 years), Sharee Price (1 
year), Robert Seaman (3 years), 
Ken Smith (1 year), and Dawn 
Wallace (3 years),
• Authorized all cooperative 
program contracts with the 
participating districts for the 
period of July 1, 2016, to June 
30, 2017. Programs involved 
include low incidence, speech, 
psychology, hearing impaired, 
pre-school, and regional direct 
services,
• Authorized the superintendent 

and treasurer to enter into 
agreement with the Jackson 
County Board of DD to provide 
speech and language pathology 
services for the FY17 academic 
year,
• Authorized the awarding of 
two Franklin B. Walters ESC 
Scholarships, in the amount 
of $250 each, for the 2015-16 
school year,
• Approved the central office 
calendar for the South Central 
Ohio ESC as presented 
and recommended by the 
superintendent,
• Authorized employment of 
aides Kelly Blazer and Shelly 
Osborne,
• Amended the employment 
contract and salary of aide Lisa 
Pendleton, from aide 80 percent 
to full-time ED aide, effective 
March 14, 2016; and,
• Accepted the resignation 
of Jeremy Duncan, ED aide, 
effective March 11, 2016.
The ESC Governing Board 
meets on the second Thursday 
of each month at the ESC office 
in New Boston. 

ESC Governing Board March meeting notes

Pictured, Back Row - From Left to Right: Mr. Gary Piatt, Member; Mr. Lowell 
Howard, Member; Mr. Mike Canter, Member; Mr. Arnold McCoy, Member. Front 
Row - From Left to Right: Mr. Fred Edgington, Member; Dr. Paul Crabtree, 
President; and Mr. Lisle Dill, Member.


