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By any measure, Oscar Perry, 
of Lucasville, has had a very 
successful life. 
The 79-year-old pastor has a 
bachelor’s degree, a master’s, 
and a doctorate. But missing 
from that list was his high 
school diploma, and that was 
something that had bothered 
him for 63 years.
Perry started working at the 
age of 14, and in 1952, after 
finishing his freshman year in 
high school, he dropped out of 
school at the age of 16 to work 
full-time on the railroad. Later, 
at the age of 19, Perry was 
saved in the church, where he 
met his future-wife. 

“The Lord called me to preach. 
I wasn’t prepared to preach, so 
the pastor encouraged me to go 
to Arlington Baptist College in 
Texas. I finished Bible College 
with my Bachelor of Divinity 
in 1960 and I started pastoring 
in 1964,” he said.
Since then, Perry has earned a 
master’s degree from Moody 
Bible Institute and a Doctorate 
in Divinity. He pastored for 44 
years -- including 28 years at 
Rosemount Baptist Church.
“But I always had this idea 
that one of these days I’m 
going to finish my high school 
education. Call it a bucket list, 
or whatever you want,” he said.

Last fall, Perry decided it was 
time to cross that off his list, 
and he enrolled in the GED 
program at Scioto County Adult 
Basic and Literacy Education 
(ABLE). The program offers 
classes at flexible locations to 
meet diverse needs. In addition 
to helping people complete their 
GED, Scioto County ABLE 
also provides services for 
workplace literacy, corrections 
education, distance education, 
and transition services. 
Last week, at the age of 79, he 
completed the program after 
only five months.
“I feel a great sense of 
accomplishment and success. 

I called all my kids and all of 
my grandkids. I really do, I feel 
a great accomplishment. When 
(Instructor Paula Baumgardner) 
called and told my wife I had 
passed – I was out, but when 
I came back my wife said she 
had called and I sat down and 
cried. It meant something to 
me,” Perry said. 
Getting his GED was not 
about getting a job, or getting 
a promotion. Perry said it just 
felt like something was missing 
from his life. 
“I’ve got plenty of degrees. But 
you know what? This is the 
one I’m most proud of, right 
here. For 63 years it bothered 
me deep in my heart that I 
never finished high school,” 
Perry said. “This is the one that 
somehow or another is going 
to find a wall to hang on in my 
home.”
For more information about the 
ABLE program, contact them 
at 740-354-0211, or visit one 
of their many locations – at the 
ESC in New Boston, the Scioto 
County Career Technical 
Center in Lucasville, or at 
Shawnee State University in 
Portsmouth. 
The program works around 
the student’s schedule and can 
be as quick or as long as the 
student needs to complete. 
Day and evening classes are 
available, and all classes are 
free. The student only pays for 
the cost of the GED test itself, 
and the ABLE program offers 
assistance with that fee.

Proud graduate Oscar Perry stand next to wife Betty, and daughters Karen Deems and Deborah Lewis.

Former pastor earns GED at age 79
Perry completes high school education 63 years later
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Ironton St. Joseph argued the 
winning case in the Ohio Center 
for Law-Related Education 
(OCLRE) 33rd Annual 
Ohio Mock Trial District 
Competition on Jan. 29. South 
Webster High School was the 
district runner-up, and more 
than 3,000 students participated 
across the state.
Students participated from 
Ironton St. Joseph, Notre 
Dame, Minford, Portsmouth, 
West Portsmouth, Sciotoville 
Community, South Webster, 

Valley, and Wheelersburg high 
schools. 
Minford, Portsmouth, Ironton 
St. Joseph, and South Webster 
(Team Da Vincis) won both 
trials and will advance to 
Regional Competition on Feb. 
19. Ironton St. Joseph, coached 
by Chris Monte, won the local 
Championship, and South 
Webster (Team Da Vincis), 
coached by Cyndy Hykes, won 
the Runner-Up title locally. 
The Minford team is coached 
by Sarah Laxton, and the 

Portsmouth team by Bruce 
Kalb. 
“They did very well,” said 
Attorney Mark McCown, 
Ironton St. Joseph legal advisor. 
“It’s a lot of work, and they put 
in a lot of work each year.”
McCown has been the team’s 
advisor for 19 years, and 
said Ironton St. Joseph has 
advanced to regionals or state 
competitions at least five times 
during that time. This is their 
first championship, he said, 
since 1998.
This year’s case focused on 
Fourth Amendment protection 
against unreasonable searches 
and seizures as it applies to use 
of force by an officer to deter 
or eliminate threat of harm to 
the officer or the public. Each 
Mock Trial team consists of five 
to eleven students who prepare 
both plaintiff and defense 
cases and participate in two 
trials against opposing teams. 
Students assume the roles of 
witnesses and attorneys to 
present both sides of an original 
case based on a constitutional 
issue. 
Students Sydney McCoy, 
Taylor Golden, Nate Hoover, 

Anne Marie Raies, Morgan 
Reedy, Grace Raison, Ashley 
Smith, Kylie Titer, Gracie 
Billings, and Makenzie Gleason 
each won Outstanding Attorney 
Awards. Students Chase 
Wagner, Brenton Crabtree, 
Izaiah Logan, Zachary Bressler, 
Alyssa Miller, Elizabeth 
Cassidy, Emily Montgomery, 
Adam Friend, Camrie Marcum, 
Mila Anderson, Grace Raison, 
and Tyrin Johnson won 
Outstanding Witnesses.
Local judges and attorneys 
volunteer their time and 
expertise to preside over and 
score the mock trials.
“This is a great experience for 
these high school teens to have 
exposure to the legal system in 
a positive way, and to be able 
to come to the courthouse and 
participate in the courtroom 
that we use every day,” Judge 
Matt MacFarland said.
Teams that advance from 
Regional Competition will take 
part in the State Competition 
March 10-12 in Columbus. The 
state champion will advance to 
the National High School Mock 
Trial Championship in Boise, 
Idaho, May 12-14. 

Students advance to Regional Mock Trial

Championship Team (Scioto District) – Ironton St. Joseph (Team Flyers): Left to 
right front row: Assistant Maria Hodges, Emma Saxby, Daniel Hodges, Alyssa 
Miller, Ethan Sheridan, Legal Advisor Mark McCown. Back row: Legal Advisor 
Brian Cremeans, Jonah Lewis and Elijah Luke Howard.

Former South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
(ESC) Superintendent Lowell 
Howard didn’t spend much time 
away. Howard was appointed 
by the ESC Governing Board 
to fill an unexpired term left 
vacant by the passing of Board 
President Raymond Belcher.
“I am very appreciative and I 
think it’s an honor to serve on 
the Educational Service Center. 
I think the center is experiencing 
a newfound growth in services 
to the area schools, and I feel 
that the future is very bright 
for the organization and I hope 
to contribute to its growth,” 
Howard said. 
Belcher was a long-standing 
businessman in the community 
and an extremely long-tenured 
educational board member, 
serving on many boards since 
the early 1960s. He was the 
owner of True Value New 

Boston and Toy Town for 43 
years before retiring in 1998. 
He was also a former member 
of the Clay Local School Board, 
and an avid member of the 
Rubyville Community Church. 
He passed away on Jan. 9 at the 
age of 83.
During a special meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 4, the ESC 
Governing Board appointed 
Lowell Howard to complete the 
unexpired term, through Dec. 
31, 2017. 
Howard began his career as 
a social studies teacher at 
New Boston High School in 
1970, later becoming principal 
and then superintendent. He 
retired from New Boston 
School in 2001 but continued 
serving districts in an interim 
capacity. He worked at 
Eastern Local, Rock Hill 
Local, and Manchester Local 
schools, and in 2007 he came 

out of retirement to become 
superintendent of the South 
Central Ohio ESC. Howard 
retired from the South Central 
Ohio ESC in July of 2015, 
ending more than 40 years in 
public education. Last fall, 
Howard received the Ohio 
ESC Association’s Lifetime 
Achievement Award.
He indicated his intention to 
seek permanent election to the 
seat after this term expires.
Current ESC Superintendent 
Sandy Mers said she was 
pleased to have Howard join 
the board.
“I think we’re very lucky that 
he is willing to serve as a board 
member. With his experience 
we can only get better,” Mers 
said.
The Governing Board meets on 
the second Thursday of each 
month in Conference Room A 
of the ESC in New Boston. 

Howard appointed to ESC board

In celebration of Youth Art 
Month, the Local History 
Department of the Portsmouth 
Public Library will display an 
exhibit of artwork created by 
local high school art students. 
The “Youthful Visions” display 
consists of both two- and three-

dimensional work in a variety 
of media. 
Started nationally in 1961, 
Youth Art Month encourages 
support for quality school 
art programs, and promotes 
art material safety. The 
program exists to recognize 
art education as a viable 
factor in the total education 
curriculum that develops 
citizens of a global society, and 
encourages commitment to the 
arts by students, community 
organizations, and individuals 
everywhere.
The local exhibit, on display 
March 1-31 in the Local History 
Department, will include 
artwork from students at Clay, 
East, Minford, New Boston, 
Northwest, Portsmouth, Valley, 
West, and Wheelersburg high 
schools. Special bookmarks 
designed by the students will 
also be available to library 
patrons.

Carolyn Cottrell, Local History 
Department supervisor, said 
the library began hosting the 
exhibit in 2002 and visitors 
look forward to it every year.
“We’ve already had people 
coming in and asking about 
it,” she said. “We have some 
very talented students in the 
area, and I wish we had more 
venues for them to display their 
art because there is real talent 
here.”
Cottrell said the show is a great 
way for local art students to get 
their name out, and said one 
student was even commissioned 
because of their display.
This event is sponsored by 
Boneyfiddle Arts Center, Scioto 
Foundation and the Portsmouth 
Rotary Club and is coordinated 
by Gifted Services Coordinator 
Sharee Price, of the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center (ESC) in New 
Boston. For more information 

The Scioto County 
Spelling Bee, 

sponsored by the 
Civic Forum and 

Southern Ohio Medical 
Center, will be 

Saturday, March 5, 
at 7 p.m., at the SOMC 

Friends Center, in 
Portsmouth.

Chelsea Cartee, from Portsmouth High 
School, works on her piece for the Youth 
Art Month exhibit at the Portsmouth 
Public Library. Students’ art will be on 
display March 1-31.

‘Youthful Visions’ on display at Portsmouth Library
about the Ohio Art Education 
Association, visit online at 
www.oaea.org. For more 
information about the ESC, 
visit www.scoesc.org, or follow 
on Facebook and Twitter.

The Scioto County Junior High 
Honors Band, and High School 
Honors Band and Honors 
Choir, will perform at the 74th 
Annual Scioto County Honors 
Music Festival on March 8, at 
the Vern Riffe Center for the 
Arts in Portsmouth. 
Music teachers and students 
from Clay, East, Green, 
Minford, New Boston, 
Northwest, Oak Hill, 
Portsmouth, South Webster, 
Valley, West and Wheelersburg 
are participating in this year’s 
Music Festival. 
Dr. Scott Woodard, of West 
Virginia State University, will 
be conducting the Honors Band 

with 66 members. Dr. Stanley 
Workman, of Shawnee State 
University, will be conducting 
the Honors Choir with 83 
members.  
The evening starts at 6:45 p.m. 
with the 52-member Junior 
High Honors Band performing 
musical selections prior to the 
High School Festival. Guest 
Conductor Joshua Boyer will 
lead them in their performance. 
The High School Honors Band 
and Choir will perform at 7:30 
p.m. 
During the Music Festival 
two students will be awarded 
scholarships to attend a college 
or university at which they wish 

to study music. 
Admission will be $5.00, and 
tickets will be sold in the lobby 
on the evening of the event, 

with all proceeds benefitting 
future Honors Music Festivals. 
One ticket will admit audience 
members to both performances.

74th Annual Scioto County Honors Music Festival

Ryan Ervin, West High School, conducting rehearsal for Honors Band.
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Contact & Corrections

SPOTLIGHT ON US
Linda Seth; Attendance Secretary 

 
Linda Seth has been a 
secretary in the attendance 
office for 17 years.
After her husband’s passing in 
1993, Linda enrolled in college 

to earn her associate degree to 
get a job to support her family. 
Linda has three children and 
four grandchildren, and she 
loves spending time with them 
swimming, camping, and at 
family cookouts. 
Linda also enjoys working 
in her garden and watching 
NASCAR. She’s attended 
the races in Charlotte and the 
Pocono  Raceway to cheer on 
her favorite driver:  No. 88 
Dale Earnhardt Jr.

Contact Linda 
at ext. 30267 or e-mail 
linda.seth@scoesc.org

The Governing Board of 
the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
met for regular board meeting 
on Feb. 4, 2016.
Among the actions taken by 
the board during meeting:
• Approved the agenda,
• Approved the minutes of the 
organizational meeting and 
regular meeting on Jan. 14, 
2015, 
• Took reports from the 
treasurer, superintendent, and 
board committees,
• Entered into executive 
session for the purpose of 
conducting the evaluation of 
the superintendent/treasurer 
and discussing appointment/
compensation of a public 
employee,
• Appointed Mike Canter to 
the Scioto County Career 
Technical Center Board 
of Education, filling the 
unexpired term left by the 
passing of Raymond Belcher 
on Jan. 9, 2016; term Feb. 4, 
2016, until Dec. 31, 2016, 

• Appointed Lowell Howard 
to the South Central Ohio 
Educational Service Center 
Governing Board of Education, 
filling the unexpired term left 
by the passing of Raymond 
Belcher on Jan. 9, 2016; term 
Feb. 4, 2016, until Dec. 31, 
2017,
• Appointed committee 
members,
• Authorized fund advances 
and/or transfer of funds,
• Approved a resolution 
to employee substitute 
employees Leanne Allen, 
Sweden Carter, Kaitlin Gable, 
Chaise Hall, Jarod Smith, 
Ashlee Hicks, Britany King, 
Juanita Montieth, and Brittany 
Zetting,
• Accepted the resignation of 
Dustin Keslar, effective Feb. 
10, 2016; and,
• Authorized employment of 
Jamie Garcia.
The Governing Board meets on 
the second Thursday of each 
month in Conference Room A 
of the ESC in New Boston. 

ESC Governing Board
Feb. meeting notes

More than 40 school 
administrators participated in 
Electronic Teacher Principal 
Evaluation System (eTPES) 
training at the South Central 
Ohio Educational Service 
Center.
“Superintendents have to 
complete a district setup in 
order for principals to be able 
to access certain pieces of 
the Ohio Teacher Evaluation 
System. There are two parts to 
the teacher evaluation. There 
is the observational piece, 
where principals have to go in 
and observe teachers. There’s 
also the student growth piece. 
Where we look at student data 
and how students performed in 
the class throughout the school 
year,” said Kara Copeland, a 
curriculum director at the South 
Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center (ESC) in New 
Boston.
The sessions also serve as 
professional development to 
review legislative changes in 
education. 

The ESC hosts training sessions 
twice each year – once in the 
spring and once in the winter 
-- for superintendents and 
principals throughout Region 
15. In the fall, training covers 
setting up the district system 
and selecting the methodology 
of evaluation. 
About 15 school districts 
from several local counties 
participated in the spring 
training on Feb. 10 and Feb. 
18, at the ESC, to review those 
evaluations and ensure they are 
being completed correctly. 
The ESC provides many 
professional development 
workshops for regional 
educators and school 
administrators. Those 
workshops are announced on 
their website, www.scoesc.org, 
and participants can register 
online. 
For more information about 
the South Central Ohio ESC, 
visit online at www.scoesc.
org, or follow on Facebook and 
Twitter.

More than 40 school administrators participated in Electronic Teacher Principal 
Evaluation System (eTPES) training at the South Central Ohio Educational Service 
Center in February.

ESC hosts eTPES training
for regional schools


